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QUARANTINE LIFTED

Vesicular Stomatitis Virus No Longer Detected in State

The state veterinarian released the final
quarantine tied to the contagious Vesicular
Stomatitis Virus in Santa Cruz County today. In
January two horses were confirmed to have the
virus forcing the quarantine of three properties. The
disease causes blister-like sores on the mouths,
noses and sometimes feet of infected animals. .

“The last horse is symptom free of Vesicular
Stomatitis Virus,” said State Veterinarian Dr. Perry
Durham. “With that we can put this short outbreak
behind us.”

At this point, the United State Department of
Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service lists no cases of VSV in the country.

Vesicular Stomatitis is a reportable disease
around the world. When there is an outbreak, many
states and countries restrict the movement from the
state or region where the virus is circulating.
Veterinarians and livestock owners who suspect an
animal may have Vesicular Stomatitis or any other
vesicular disease should immediately contact State
or Federal animal health authorities.

In horses VSV blisters are most likely to
affect the mouth, the tongue and around the
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nose/muzzle. They can be painful causing difficulty
in eating and drinking. If cattle are infected, often
the hooves and teats are involved leading to severe
economic impact in dairy cattle. This also generates
worries because the disease appears very similar to
Foot and Mouth Disease in cattle.

Livestock with clinical signs of Vesicular
Stomatitis are isolated until they are healed and
determined to be of no further threat for disease
spread. There are no USDA approved vaccines for
Vesicular Stomatitis.

Though very unusual, people can be infected
with the virus. In these situations, it is usually
among those who handle infected animals (for
example while inspecting a horse's mouth and the
horse coughs in the person's face thereby delivering
a large dose of virus onto the person's eyes and
lips). Vesicular Stomatitis Virus can cause flu-like
symptoms and only rarely includes lesions or
blisters in people.

More information about Vesicular Stomatitis
is available online.

USDA APHIS Vesicular Stomatitis website:
aphis.usda.gov/animal-health/equine-vsv



http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/sa_animal_disease_information/!ut/p/a1/tVJNc4IwFPw1PWJSPgw5ih-AQq11rMKFCRAgHSAYUNt_38D00B609tDcXmb3vd19D4TgAMKanFlOOsZrUvZ1OI6Wa0d9tKDq2ls8h-7T68I3PaStHV0CAgmY2hNHRx6EUDdV6M4sZ4awD6E7vo8Pr7wJ_I2_ByEIk7prugIEpClYGyW87mjdRSWLBREfD7AlET-JKOPJqR0qUrOKlFFBSdkV339S1lLS0ojVGRfVEELfv0lYCgKNwjglRqyMaWYquomxgg1qKhgjREw1RUjTwPIOw6rwp34u25KuUPpR4HBbguSwt-MxnEirvbn3Dhz-xeuQ5g_99tyS-hfeM1otVbgyvgC3Fj4AbmxURpSXPJbXtZ-CcG9vXqxNb3FSx5opYxE0o4KKUcFb6fNyuYxyzvOSjhJegUDeC7qaL9bB9o8La6rdrjI1ozx72dZVwsW5qj4Brd1Nqw!!/?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_animal_disease_information%2Fsa_equine_health%2Fsa_vesicular_stomatitis%2Fct_vesicular_stomatitis
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/DiseaseInfo/disease.php?name=vesicular-stomatitis
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/sa_animal_disease_information?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_animal_disease_information%2Fsa_equine_health%2Fsa_vesicular_stomatitis%2Fct_vesicular_stomatitishttp://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-health/equine-vsv

