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November 9, 2017

Director Mark Killian

Arizona Department of Agriculture
1688 West Adams Street

Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Director:

This letter is a follow up to the letter dated October 5, 2017 sent to you by Sharma Torrens. As you know, the
Food & Agriculture Policy Advisory Committee (FAPAC) was tasked with making recommendations to you
as the Director to tackle food access issues. Please note that the below recommendations are short-term goals,
the FAPAC has other mid and long-term goals that it seeks to address. Additionally, a PowerPoint (PP)
providing more details on these recommendations is attached and referenced throughout.

I wanted to expand on the FAPAC recommendations sent to you in the letter of October 5t referenced above.

Please see the below:

1) Expand the existing state food donation incentive statute (A.R.S. § 43-1025) to include
all food donations, especially dairy, poultry, beef and fresh animal protein and also
have the AZDA dedicate staff to promote these Arizona-Grown food access
opportunities, Good Samaritan Laws, and connect food donors to food banks (page 3 of

the PP);

2) Provide funding to food banks, non-profit organizations, agricultural food cooperatives
and the Double up Food Bucks (DUFB) food programs and direct access to the DUFB
program (pages 2 and 4 of the PP);

3) Empower sustained Arizona Agriculture Food Production (page 10 of the PP);

4) Streamline state and county health guidelines, reducing cumbersome and costly third

party certifications (page 6 of the PP);
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5) Endorse cultivating a strong regional food system and partner with statewide
coordination of existing Food Policy Councils;

6) Organize regular events to gather all in the production and distribution of food to gather
and share information and concerns and report back to the FAPAC and educate the

community (page 9 of the PP),

7 Consider subsidies, microloans and education for new and small farmers (page 5 of the
PP);

8) Create a one-stop shop page on the AZDA website focused on increasing access to
healthy food (page 8 of the PP).

Overall, the recommendation themes for the three subcommittees were the following: (a) Funding (DUFB,
expanded state food donation tax incentive, Public Private Partnerships funding for food banks, etc., and
subsidies, microloans and other financing options); (b) Removing barrier health regulations, including but not
limited to for food production, transportation and expanded co-op definition (page 7 of the PP); (c) have an
AZDA clearinghouse (dedicated staff member and website; promote AZ Grown food access & procurement,
promote tax incentive and Good Samaritan laws, coordinate statewide food system coalitions) (page 8 of the

PP); and (d) land and water use.

Again, please reference the attached PowerPoint for detail. The FAPAC would respectfully request the
AZDA implement the above recommendations to the best of its ability.

Sincerely,

W N
Sine Kerr

Chair, Food and Agriculture Policy Advisory Committee
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