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Save Our Citrus Campaign  
 

The Arizona Department of Agriculture 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture and its 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, are 
launching a campaign to help protect citrus 
against disease.  The campaign, called “Save 
Our Citrus” will coincide with the holiday 
travel season and remind people about the 
danger of sending uninspected citrus fruit and 
plants to friends and family. 

 In Arizona, citrus is a multi-million 
dollar industry and one of its most cherished 
symbols.  Citrus is now being threatened by a 
disease that has destroyed citrus production in 
parts of the U.S. and across the globe.  Citrus 
greening or Huanglongbing (HLB) is the most 
devastating disease of citrus in the world. 
Infected trees decline in health, produce 
inedible fruit and eventually die.  It has no cure, 
can’t be diagnosed until it is too late and is 
spread by an insect the size of a mosquito called 
the Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP).  

The insect and disease not only affect 
orchards and the commercial industry, but also 

citrus trees in our very own backyards and those 
in and around our communities.  The ADA 
urges everyone to be on the lookout for the 
insect and symptoms of HLB. 

HLB has made its way through Florida 
and is now found in parts of Louisiana, 
Georgia, Puerto Rico, South Carolina and, most 
recently, in the Virgin Islands. Citrus greening 
has also been found in portions of Belize and on 
the east and west coasts of central Mexico.   

In Arizona, the insect has been identified 
in 10 separate sites in Yuma County. However, 
none of the insects were carrying the disease 
and the disease has not been found in any trees 
in the Southwest United States.  The ADA has 
been able to control the situation with 
quarantine and other response actions. 

For more information on the insect 
(ACP) and the disease it causes (HLB), please 
visit www.Saveourcitrus.org.  You can also 
report concerns and download Save Our Citrus 
campaign materials at the website.
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